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June 30, 1899 1020 

Sanitary report from Havana. 

Marine-Hospital Service, 
Office of Medical Officer in Command, 

Havana, Cuba, June 19, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, Jane 15 : For the first time in several weeks there has 
been a death from yellow fever. While at no time has the city been 
free from yellow fever, an occasional case developing, this is the first 
fatal case since April. The patient was one of the marines stationed in 
the barracks, which are only a few feet from the bay, near the Machina 
landing. The case was found by the naval surgeon, and I was called 
in consultation ; the patient was immediately isolated, and by request 
of the naval authorities our Service took charge of the disinfection of 
the dormitory from which the patient was removed. The utmost care 
was taken in this disinfection, and it is, without question, the only 
instance of intelligent and efficient disinfection ever practiced in a 
building in the city of Havana, and I make this statement advisedly. 
This is the fifth day since the case was isolated from the other men, and 
it is also the fifth day since the barracks were disinfected, and there 
has been no second case. It is reasonable, now, to suppose that there 
will be no further infection from this case, although on account of the 
bad location these barracks cases will frequently occur among the men 
if they are allowed to remain there. 

Some time since (June 5) the British steamship Ardaumhor, which has 
been in the cattle trade for two years between this port and ports in 
Central America, came in with a case of sickness which was thought to 
be yellow fever. I examined the case aud in my opinion it was a case 
of malarial fever. The agents of the ship wishing the man to receive 
the best attention removed him to the municipal hospital, where the 
case was pronounced to be one of yellow fever. Five days after his 
removal I received a notice from General Ludlow to the effect that the 
case in point was pronounced to be one of yellow fever ; he also inclosed 
a letter from the health officer who made this statement, and who 
admitted that he had not seen the case ; he furthermore added that the 
port from which this ship had sailed before coming to Havana, Car- 
thagena, Colombia, always had yellow fever. I answered to the effect 
that the health officer could hardly pass on a case he had not seen, and, 
furthermore, that Carthagena did not have yellow fever in endemic 
form. This vessel left yesterday for New Orleans, no further case or 
any sickness whatever had developed oh board, although the patient, 
who had been removed from the vessel had, during the first five days 
of his sickness, freely mingled with the crew. 

The health conditions of the city are fairly good, although they can 
not remain so much longer as the rainy season has begun, and the 
amount of malarial fever, yellow fever, and intestinal diseases will 
grow. 

There has been much upturning of the soil in the streets, and con- 
siderable dredging of the filth of the bay near the Tallapiedra Wharf. 
Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, JJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Mortality report for the city of Havana for the week ended June 15, 1899. 



Causes of death. 
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Change of quarantine officer at Havana. 

Sanitary Inspector W. F. Brunner has resigned his position in the 
Marine- Hospital Service to take effect July 1, in order to accept the 
position of health officer of the city of Savannah, Ga. He will be suc- 
ceeded by Surg. H. E. Carter. 

One case of yelloto fever in Matanzas. 

Matanzas, Cuba, June 20, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report a case of yellow fever in this city. 
The patient is a child, about 4 years old, a native, and residing close to 
the Municipal Hospital (now under repairs), which was utilized by the 
Spanish troops as a military hospital. The case is in the sixth day of 
the disease and is convalescing. 

Very respectfully, G. M. Guitebas, 

Passed Assistant burgeon, 77. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Matanzas. 

Matanzas, Cuba, June 20, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that 29 deaths were reported in 
Matanzas during the week ended June 17, representing an annual mor- 
tality of 37.85 per thousand. This is an improvement over the week 
previous. The principal causes of death were as follows : Tuberculosis, 
6 ; malarial fever, 3 ; hydremia, 2 : meningitis, 2 ; typhoid, 1 ; tetanus, 
1. During the above-mentioned period the following cases of infectious 
diseases were reported : Typhoid fever, 3 ; dysentery, 2 ; diphtheria, 1. 
The steamship Flandria was disinfected on the 13th instant, and on 
the 15th, after completion of the process, the vessel was given free pra- 
tique, and proceeded to Mobile. During the week ending to-day, 24 
persons were given health certificates, 69 pieces of baggage were inspected, 
passed, and sealed, and 6 pieces of baggage were disinfected and sealed. 
Very respectfully, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



